
 
 
 
 
May 10, 2006 
 
Dear Mayor Humphrey and Fort Myers Council Members, 
 
The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida (ECOSWF) is a regional coalition, 
protecting the conservation interests throughout Southwest Florida through active stewardship, 
citizen participation and education, and the support of other preservation and conservation efforts 
in the region.  
 
A concerned group of over 33,000 members, ECOSWF supports protecting history and 
greenspace in Downtown Fort Myers, as well as public access to the Caloosahatchee River.  
 
Recently, the City of Fort Myers has made a number of concerning recommendations and 
decisions which threaten the historic Exhibition Hall, public boat ramp, and sections of 
Centennial Park.  These elements of the Historic Downtown provide important educational and 
recreational opportunities, protect vital waterfront openspace and industry, and allow public 
access to the river.  These are all necessary components of a vital community center, and are 
supported by the Downtown Revitalization Plans, envisioned by Andreas Duany.  
 
In the interest of our members, and of the current and future citizens of Fort Myers, ECOSWF 
has joined with Friends of the Riverfront and supports maintaining and revitalizing Centennial 
Park, the historic Exhibition Hall, and the City of Fort Myers boat ramp.  
 
These landmarks are treasures that will be very difficult and very expensive to replace.  In 
addition, public funds have assisted in their acquisition and maintenance, placing them in the 
realm to be given special consideration.  
 
On behalf of all of our members, ECOSWF demands that the public lands and historic buildings 
within the City of Fort Myers be managed more carefully, that funds recuperated from damages 
to these properties be place directly back into the maintenance and restoration of said property, 
and that public land in Downtown Fort Myers be retained for public access and recreation in the 
years to come.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding these matters, please feel free to contact myself at 941-
321-2164,or Alissa Bierma at ajbierma@hotmail.com  
 
Sincerely,  
�����������   
President, ECOSWF 


